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THE OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

Here is what some famous people have said about our Bible:
� It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.  George

Washington
� The Bible is no mere book, but a Living Creature, with the power that conquers

all that oppose it.  Napolean Bonaparte
� Within the covers of the Bible are all the answers for all the problems men face.

The Bible can touch hearts, order minds, and refresh souls.  Ronald Reagan
� If I were the devil, one of my first aims would be stop folks from digging into the

Bible.  James I. Packer

We believe that the entire Bible is the Word of God, BOTH New and Old Testament.

READ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – Note: This passage was primarily talking about the Old
Testament and secondarily the New (which wasn‡t completed when this passage was
written).

How many books are in the Old Testament? 39 (Old = 3 letters / Testament = 9 letters)

How was the Old Testament put together?
� The Old Testament contains: poetry, history, song, romance, law, personal

correspondence, memoirs, satire, biography, autobiography, prophecy, and
allegory.

� The Old Testament was written by over 35 people over 1400 years:
o Moses, a political leader and judge while in the desert
o David, a king, poet, musician, shepherd, and warrior during times of war
o Solomon, a king and philosopher during times of peace
o Amos, a herdsman
o Anonymous musicians in the court of the Kings
o Joshua, a military general
o Nehemiah, cupbearer for a pagan king
o Daniel, a prime minister
o Jeremiah in a dungeon
o Daniel on a hillside and in a palace

� The Old Testament introduced the idea of a canon to the Christians
� Canon = a group of books regarded as true and authoritative by which we judge

all others
� The Old Testament canon was established between 400 to 150 BC.  In 150 BC

the LXX, the Septuagint, a Greek Old Testament, was written confirming the
canon.
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Why the Old Testament is important:

� The Old Testament lays the foundation for which the New Testament to be built
� The Old Testament describes God the Father in detail
� The Old Testament gives us the idea that Scripture is divinely inspired
� The Old Testament looks ahead to the Messiah:

o The need for a sacrifice
o The expectations of God for His people (be perfect in the Law)
o The idea of sin
o The prophecies

What Continues in the NT from the OT What Discontinues
One world
One God

One people of God
One redemptive history and plan

One theology
One will of God

Hebrew (specific language of a people) to
Greek (common language of the people)
Old to New Covenant
Law to Grace
One Nation to Multi-National Gospel
One Land to Whole World
Judaism to Christianity
Blessings in this World to Blessings in the
Next
Temple Worship to Multi-location worship

Without the Old Testament, we might not have the New Testament!

How the Old Testament is put together:
� Books of History (17 books):

o Books of Moses (the Pentateuch – 5 books):
 Genesis, Exodus Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy
 These books record creation, the flood, and how Israel is chosen,

redeemed, disciplined, and instructed.
o Other History (12 books):

 Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, &
Esther

 Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, and Ezra-Nehiamiah were originally
considered one book each.

 These books record the conquest of the land, the period of the
Judges, the formation of the United Kingdom, the division into North
(Israel) and South (Judah), and the capture of each nation.

� Books of Wisdom (5 books):
o Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon (or Songs)
o These are the links between the History books and the Prophets
o They deal with questions of love, pain, God, wisdom, and life.
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� Books of Prophecy (17 books):

o Major Prophets (5 books): Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and
Daniel

o Minor Prophets (12 books): Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecharia, and Malachi.

o The prophets foretold (telling the future) and forthetold (telling the
consequences if things remain the same and there is not repentance).

o The prophets deal with four time periods: their own day, the Captivity and
Return, the first coming of Christ, and the Messianic Kingdom.

o The prophets have the message of condemnation (because of iniquity and
idolatry), and consolation (giving hope).

Why do the Catholics have more books in their Old Testament?
� The Catholic Bible contains the Apocrypha:

o This is a collection of books written during the inter-Testamental period
o This includes: 1 Esdras (150 BC), 2 Esdras (100 AD), Tobit (early 2nd

century BC), Judith (about the middle of the 2nd Century BC), Additions to
Esther (about 100 BC), The Wisdom of Solomon (about 40 AD),
Ecclesiasticus or the Wisdom of Sirach (about 180 BC), Baruch (about
100AD), Daniel 13 or the story of Susanna (early 1st century AD), Daniel 14
or Bel and the Dragon (early 1st century AD), the Song of the Three
Hebrew Children, The Prayer of Manasseh (2nd Century BC), and 1 & 2
Maccabees including the story of Hanukkah (1st Century BC).

� They are not in your Protestant Bible because:
o The abound in historical and geographical inaccuracies
o They teach doctrines that are false and promote variant-Scripture practices
o They display an artificial style of story telling (truth is not a concern)
o They lack divine character, prophetic power, and poetic and religious

feeling.

How should I study the Old Testament?
� Recognize the type of literature – in other words
� Look for Jesus
� Look for the names and characteristics of God – see sheet
� Try to draw a parallel between their world and yours
� Learn from the people‡s example
� When studying prophecy, determine:

o How and by who it was said
o Who it was for and what time period it was said in
o If it is foretelling or forth-telling
o How it was fulfilled
o If it has a double fulfillment – for Israel and later for Christians

� In the Law, look for God‡s reason for giving it
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The Ancient World

Today in the West Ancient Near East
Self-focus

Promotes Independence

See the parts

Primary responsibility to one‡s self

Group membership from choices

Behavior is governed by rights, duties, and goals

Individual worth is rooted in achievement

Status is achieved

Asset one‡s rights

Equality for everyone is key value

Personal decisions

Group is a collection of individuals

The Ancient Near-East gods:
Pagan Culture Israel

Many gods

The gods have competing agendas

Graven images can be made

The gods are inconsistent, and unpredictable

The gods are provided food and housing

The gods do not reveal what they expect

The gods created the universe through conflict or
procreation
Humans are a bother to the gods

The gods only intervened if threatened or through
greed or desire
Omens could indicate what the gods wanted

People could use incantations to get the gods to
respond
The people elected the god of their choice

History was recorded to prop up their gods
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The Names of God

(see www.ourneighborhoodchurch.com/resources for a list)
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The Pentateuch

� The Pentateuch is the first five books of the Bible.  It is sometimes called ¨the Book of Moses,É because
it is believed that Moses wrote it.

� It is the cornerstone of the Jewish faith.  The other books in the Old Testament, while still God‡s Word,
are considered secondary to the Pentateuch.

� In the Pentateuch you find:
o The Creation Story
o The Establishment of Israel
o The Exodus Story
o The Law
o The Covenant Relationship between God and His people
o Blessings

GENESIS

Genesis has a Big ¨NÉ – get it?  Big ¨NÉ ings, or ¨beginnings.É Genesis is about the beginnings of the universe,
sin, nations, and covenant relationships!

Who wrote it?  Moses during the Wilderness experience.

The Genesis Story:
� Creation – Genesis 1 & 2

o God created ¨Ex NihiloÉ – from nothing – Hebrews 11:3
o God created ¨Per VerbumÉ – by the means of the Word – Psalm 33:6
o God created ¨Ad Glorium DeiÉ – for God‡s glory
o God creating and called it ¨GoodÉ – this means that this fallen world is redeemable & has value
o Creation is a product of the ENTIRE Trinity – 1 Corinthians 8:6

The Value of the Doctrine of Creation for Culture & Science:
1. The Universe is essentially good not evil, therefore knowledge is good
2. The Universe is essentially real, therefore knowledge is dependable
3. The Universe is essentially orderly, therefore knowledge is possible
4. The Universe is essentially intelligible, therefore knowledge has standards
5. The Universe is essentially worthwhile, therefore knowledge is valuable
6. The Universe is essentially not divine, therefore knowledge is permitted and encouraged
7. The Universe is essentially God‡s,therefore knowledge is for stewardship not exploitation

� The Fall – Genesis 3

� Flood – Genesis 6-9
o Genesis 1:7 – says that there was an expanse of water in the sky
o This would have cause optimal living conditions (like long life in people and conditions suitable

for reptiles)
o The Flood brought this down (maybe this is why the dinosaurs died off and man‡s life span

shortened).
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� The Formation of the Different Nations – Genesis 10-11

o While at the Tower of Babel man‡s language is confused, but what happens at Pentecost?

� S.A.L.T.:
o Sarah – Genesis 16-18, 21, 23
o Abraham – Genesis 12-25
o Lot – Genesis 13-14, 19
o Terah & Haran – Genesis 11

� Ishmael-Isaac – Genesis 16-28

� Esau-Jacob – Genesis 25-49

� Joseph-Egypt – Genesis 37-50

� Jews-Egypt – Genesis 46

� God‡s Promises to His people:
o Genesis 12:2-3 – the first promise to Abram
o Genesis 15 – the covenant made with Abraham
o Genesis 16:11-12 – the promise to the Arabian people
o Genesis 17:3-22 – the promise again to Abraham
o Genesis 28:10-15 – the promise again to Jacob

� Jesus in Genesis?
o Genesis 1:26
o Genesis 16:7-11
o Genesis 21:17
o Genesis 22:11-15
o Genesis 32:22-30
o Genesis 48:16

� Dates: Bishop James Ussher in the 17th century put creation at 4004 BC, the flood at 2349 BC, and
Abraham‡s arrival in Canaan to 2126 BC.

Next Week: Exodus – one of the most profound books in all the Bible!
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THE OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY #3

Review:
� The Ancient World is completely different from ours.
� The Pentateuch is the first five books of the Bible, and the cornerstone of the Jewish faith.
� Genesis is about the beginnings of the universe, sin, nations, and covenant relationships!

Questions to get us started:
� Did your parents read to you or tell you stories?  Did you learn things from them?
� What were some of your favorite stories that your parents read or told to you as a child?
� What stories encouraged you?  Frightened you?  Taught you something?
� What stories do we build our faith on?

More on the Pentateuch
� The key text in the Pentateuch is Genesis 12:1-3.
� When studying the Pentateuch:

o Look for the literal and plain meaning
o Look for allegory – hidden meanings for personal faith
o Look for moral teaching
o Look for how the passage is fulfilled in our hope in Christ

� Scholars have said that the Pentateuch has really two parts: Genesis 1-11 and the Rest.
o Genesis 1-11 – Creation, fall, and judgment
o Genesis 12-50 – Covenant, Abraham, and God‡s involvement in his family
o Exodus – Deliverance from Egypt, Covenant, and the Law

 1:1-12:30 – Israel in Egypt
 12:31-18:27 – Exodus, journet to Mount Sinai
 19:1 – Numbers 10:10 – Israel encamped at Mount Sinai

o Leviticus – Expansion of the Law, God dwelling in their midst
o Numbers – testing, purging, and purifying the people in the Wilderness
o Deuteronomy – Covenant renewal, & the 2nd Law giving as the 2nd generation prepare

to enter the Promised Land
� Poetry plays a big role in the Pentateuch:

o Prayers – Numbers 6:22-27
o Songs of Praise – Exodus 15:21 & Numbers 21:17-18
o Victory Hymns – Exodus 15
o Blessings – Genesis 24:60 & 49
o Prophecy – Genesis 25:23 & Numbers 23-24
o Promises – Genesis 12:1-3 & 15:1
o Taunts – Genesis 4:23
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A HISTORY OF WORSHIP IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
There were four different periods of different worship in the Old Testament.  Each laid
the foundation for and led up to New Testament worship practices.

PERIOD ONE: c. 2000-1700 B.C. ” The Patriarch»s Era

Key Verse: Genesis 12:1-3
� God speaks
� God commands (usually a sacrifice is required)
� God makes a promise

Basic Elements of Worship in this period:
� Theophanies – which means: physical representations of God
� Promises of Land
� Building of Altars (Genesis 12:8, 13:18, 22:9, 26:25, 35:7)
� High Priests & Sacrifices
� Celebration using bread and wine
� KEY WORD: Covenant – which means: a legal promise (same word as

Testament)

PERIOD TWO: c. 1400 ” 1000 B.C. ” Moses» Era

Basic Elements of Worship in this period:
� The commitment to the Law became the central feature of the worship
� The Israelites are establishing themselves as a people of God
� Worship is shaped by the events of the Exodus
� Worship focuses on the the Divine Name

Praising the Name is praising the Lord Himself:
� Genesis 26:25 - Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord.
� Psalm 80:18 - Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on

your name.
� Psalm 99:6 - Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel was among

those who called on his name; they called on the Lord and he answered them.
� Psalm 106:1 - Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love

endures forever.
� Psalm 116:13, 17 - I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the

Lord.  I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord.
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Weekly & Annual Festivals – given by God so that people will remember the
covenant and God‡s actions of redemption – examples:

� The Sabbath – day of rest in Creation (weekly for the people and every 7 years
for the land)

� The Passover – commemorate the deliverance of Israel from Egypt
o Three Principles of Passover:

1. All Jews must tell their children about God‡s redemption
2. The child is to be placed in the center of the ritual
3. All participants must consider themselves personally redeemed from

Egypt.
� The Feast of Unleavened Bread – leaven is a metaphor for sin
� The Pesach – the meal used in the Passover:

o Bread – God‡s provision in the desert
o Bitter Herbs – the bitterness of slavery in Egypt
o Mix of Fruit and Nuts – reminder of mortar to make bricks
o Roasted Shank – sacrificial lamb
o Parsley or Green Herbs – growth of spring
o Roasted Egg – triumph of life over death
o 4 Cups of Wine – ¨I willsÉ of God‡s redemption
o Special Cup for Elijah – future promises of God

PERIOD THREE: c. 1000 ” 600 B.C. ” David & Solomon»s Era

Basic Elements of Worship in this period:
� There was a permanent worship center
� Jerusalem becomes a ¨holyÉ city
� There is Sacrificial worship
� The priests did the music – they were called by God spiritually before they were

called by God musically
� The Music of David:

o Highly elaborate
o Expensive
o Required much planning – organized thoroughly
o Took groups working together
o Musicians performed both verbal & nonverbal worship
o There was a close connection between music and prophecy

 1 Chronicles 25:1 - David, together with the commanders of the
army, set apart some of the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for
the ministry of prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and
cymbals.
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PERIOD FOUR: c. 600 ” 400 B.C. ” Era of Exile & Restoration

Basic Elements of Worship in this period:
� Shift from weekly sacrifice to daily living
� Renewed emphasis on ritual law
� A greater period of individual worship (confession, lament, prayer, praise)

Places of Worship:
� The Temple was rebuilt in 515 B.C. under the leadership of Ezra & Nehemiah.
� The Synagogue was formed here (possibly also under Moses)

o There were Rabbis (teachers) instead of priests (sacrificial representation)
o Worship focused on the wisdom and the study of the Torah
o Worship always included the recitation of the Shema – Deuteronomy 6:4, 5

- Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

o Worship included prayer
o Sometimes the Psalms were recited

In the Jewish worship context there is a focus on the reenactment of God‡s work (i.e.
the Exodus).  They just don‡t remember them, they reenact them. The hope is to
connect the people through these reenactments.

Key Question: Can the worship practices of the Old Testament people grow your
faith?  How?
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EXODUS

Exodus has an Exit – get it?  The name ¨exodusÉ comes from two Greek words meaning the ¨way
outÉ.  Exodus is the story of God using Moses to lead His people out of bondage in Egypt!

Who wrote it?  Moses during the Wilderness experience after the Exodus.

The Exodus Story:
� The Jewish title for Exodus means ¨these are the namesÉ taken from first words of the book.
� The structure of Exodus is based on geography:

o 1:1-13:16 – Israel in Egypt
o 13:17-18:27 – Israel in the Wilderness
o 19:1 – 40:38 – Israel at Sinai

� The message of Exodus is summarized in two passages:
o The commission of Moses – 6:2-9

1. Note: This passage was found in hiding places of the Underground Railroad
o The covenant ceremony at Sinai – 19:1-6

� There are three major debates amongst scholars about the book of Exodus:
o The authorship: Moses or a group of people (JEDP theory)
o The date of the exodus from Egypt: 1440-1437 or 1350-1225 BC
o The path the Jewish people took – north, south, middle.
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� The Plagues were an attack on Egyptian wealth or the gods of Egypt:

Plague Reference Egyptian god
Water to Blood Chapter 7 The source of life for Egyptians was the Nile.  God may

have been attacking the Egyptian god that is personified
in the Nile called Hapi.

Frogs 8:1-15 The Egyptian goddess Heqet was a frog and was said to
help in child-birth.  The bloody water would have driven
the frogs out.

Gnats (Mosquito or tick) 8:16-19 This insect is different from the one in the next plague.
Flies 8:20-32 Not known
Plague on Cattle 9:1-7 The Egyptian goddess of love, Hathor, came in cow form

and the bull was venerated in their culture.  The god Apis
was a bull and a symbol of fertility.  This is probably what
the Jews sacrificed to at Sinai.

Boils on the people 9:8-12 Moses tosses ash into the air, which may have come from
a brick kiln (symbolizing the labor of the Israelites) but the
ash probably came from a furnace used to burn the dead
animals.  This was against the god of medicine, Imhotep.

Hail against the crops 9:13-35 The description of the crops lets us know that it was
probably January of February – this is against Nut the sky
goddess.

Locusts 10:1-20 Seth the protector of crops & Isis, the goddess of life.
Egypt is now in financial ruin.

Darkness 10:21-29 Amon-Re, Aten, Atum, & Horus – all sun gods.  Amon-Re
was the national god of Egypt and thought to have
fathered Pharaoh.

Death of the Firstborn 11:1-12:36 The diety of Pharah & Osiris, the god of life.

� There are two hard to understand passages in Exodus:
o The Egyptian magicians could duplicate the miracles of Aaron and the first two plagues

– Exodus 7:8-15
o God hardened Pharaoh‡s heart– Exodus 9:8-12

1. It could be that God gave Pharaoh what his heart desired – Romans 1:24-28
2. It could be that Pharaoh committed the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit by rejecting

the Holy Spirit‡s work in the plagues– Mark 3:28-30

� How God revealed Himself in Exodus:
o As the angel of the Lord – 3:2 & 14:19
o Through other angels – 23:20 & 33:2
o Through a miraculous event – 8:16-19
o As a flame in a bush – 3:2
o As fire, smoke, thunder, & lightning at Sinai – 19:18-20
o Through a vision & dream – 12:6-8
o By writing – 31:18
o By speaking – 24:1
o As a cloud of glory – 16:10
o As a cloud of guidance and a pillar of fire – 40:34-38
o ¨Face to faceÉ with Moses – 33:11
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� What God revealed about Himself – He was a God:

o Who remembered His previous promises – 2:24
o Of judgment and deliverance – 12:27
o Transcendent, yet immanent – 19:10-15; 25:1-9
o Who rules the nations – 15:4-6, 13-18
o Unique and holy, far above and more powerful than the gods of the nations – 15:11,

18:10-12
o Gracious and merciful, who relents of anger and responds favorably to prayer and

repentance – 32:11-14
1. Note: Moses, as their leader, loved the people enough to pray despite their idol

worship.
� At Sinai, the Jewish people were given:

o The Ten Commandments – Exodus 20:1-17
1. The purpose of the Ten Commandments – Exodus 22:20
2. Jesus‡ interpretation of the Law – Matthew 22:36-39 & 23:23

o Instructions on the Tabernacle – Exodus 25-40
1. The point of the Tabernacle – Exodus 25:8
2. Here is what the Tabernacle looked like:

� Note: the items used to make the Tabernacle were taken from what God told the Israelites to
take from Egypt.

� Today, we celebrate the Passover meal through the Lord‡s Supper:
o It is a memorial – Luke 22:7-30
o It is a based on our Atoning Lamb of God, Jesus – Rev. 5:6-14

Question to Close:
 What story can you tell about what God has done in your life?
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THE OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY #4

Review:
� The Pentateuch is the first five books of the Bible, and the cornerstone of the Jewish faith.
� The Pentateuch has really two parts: Genesis 1-11 and then Genesis 12 through

Deuteronomy.
� Exodus is about the exit of the Israelites from Egypt!
� The Exodus plagues were done to show how God is more powerful than the Egyptian gods.
� Exodus 20 is where God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments.
� God led the Israelites to create a Tabernacle, where He dwelled with His people.

Questions to get us started:
� What are some laws that are easy to follow?  Hard to follow?
� Have you ever broken the law?  What happened?
� Why is there a separation between religion and government?
� How should law makers decide what is right and wrong?

LEVITICUS

This picture of Leviticus has a ¨Left-Foot-A-KissÉ – get it? The book of Leviticus is about the priests
balancing two key leadership roles in the nation of Israel: collecting OFFERINGS and conducting
FEASTS!

Who wrote it?  Moses during the Wilderness experience after the Exodus.

The Leviticus Story:
� Leviticus answers the question, ¨How can a sinful people serve a holy God?É
� All of the Laws stem from the covenant with God at Mount Sinai & Mount Nebo.
� Everything in life was either holy or common for the Hebrews.  This is similar to how we treat

our Bibles versus other books.  While the Bible is holy (some wouldn‡t even stack other books
on top of this), the other books are just common.  The common things were divided into two
categories: clean and unclean.  This division is listed in chapters 11-15.  Laws on Holiness are
found in chapters 16-25.

� There are several different types of Laws:
o ¨Ifˇ thenÉ laws – Deuteronomy 22:22
o Direct commands – ¨Thou shallˇÉ – Exodus 20:12
o Prohibitions – ¨Thou shall notˇÉ – Leviticus 19:14
o Death Penalty Laws – laws that deal why a person in society should die for their crimes

– Exodus 21:15
o The Curse – laws for those sins done in secret – Deuteronomy 27:17
o The Priests‡ Laws– laws only for the priests – Leviticus 8
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� When you study the Law, you look for what God is saying:

o God gives a PRECEPT (a law)ˇ
o Which is based on a godly PRINCIPLEˇ
o Which is rooted in God‡s PERSON!

� Should a Christian follow the Laws found in Leviticus?  Study the following N.T. passages to
decide:  Matthew 5:16, Galatians 5:1-6 & 14, Acts 10:9-16, 15:5-11, and Romans 3:19-22.

� The Offerings are divided up into five offerings:
o Burnt Offerings – 1
o Grain Offerings – 2
o Peace Offerings – 3
o Sin Offerings – 4:1-5:13
o Guilt Offerings – 5:14-6:7

� These sacrifices are fulfilled in Christ (Hebrews 9:21-22 & 28).  In the New Testament, spiritual
sacrifice is required:

o Philippians 4:18
o Hebrews 13:15-16
o Revelation 5:8
o Romans 15:16-17
o Romans 12:1-2
o 2 Timothy 4:6

� The offerings point to God‡s provision-to-come for sinful humanity: the blood atonement.

� The Feasts were the centerpiece of the Jewish Calendar.  They told the story of God:
Special Day Hebrew Name Reference Reading Commemoration

The Sabbath Lev 23:2-3 Isaiah Weekly - God‡s creation
Passover (Feast of
Unleavened Bread)

Pesach Exodus 12 & Lev
23:4-8

Song of Solomon Yearly - The Exodus

Pentecost (Feast of
Weeks)

Shavuoth Deut 16:9-12 &
Lev 23:9-14

Ruth Yearly - Celebration of the
Harvest

Feast of Trumpets Num 29 & Lev
23:24

Yearly - The Sinai Covenant

Feast of Atonement Yom Kippur Lev 16 Yearly - Sacrifices for sins
Feast of Tabernacles Succoth Nehemiah 8 &

Lev 23:33-36
Ecclesiastes Yearly - Wanderings in the

wilderness
Feast of the New Moon Numbers 28:11-

15
Psalms Monthly - God‡s Promises

Feast of Lots Purim Esther 9 Esther Yearly (later) - Failure of plot
against Jews by Haman

Dedication (Feast of
Lights)

Chanukah John 10:22 Yearly (began after the OT
time) - Purifying of the Temple
by Maccabaeus in 164 BC

The Sabbatical Year Exodus 23:11 &
Lev 25:6

None – but no
farming

Every 7th year - God‡s lordship
over the land.

The Year of Jubilee (the
7th Sabbatical Year)

Lev 25:9 None – but
slaves were freed
& debts forgiven

Every 49th year - God‡s
forgiveness

Question to Close:
 Why don‡t wecelebrate the Biblical holidays?
 What sacrifices should be given to Christ in YOUR life?
 If God‡s forgiveness is fulfilled in Christ, then how can we share this message?
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THE OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY #5

Review:
� God gave the Israelites instructions on the Priesthood, Offerings, and Festivals in the book of

Leviticus.
� When you study God‡s Law, look for God‡s principles and Person behind each Law.

Questions to get us started:
� What happened when you disobeyed your parents?  How does punishment show love?
� Does God test or punish His people?

NUMBERS

See the numbers wandering through the desert?  The book of Numbers is about the people of Israel
wandering through the wilderness until a generation died because they rebelled against God‡s
promises and assurances!

Who wrote it? Traditionally it is believed Moses wrote it.  Scholars today that Numbers was
composed by various authors who took resources from records and Moses.

The Numbers Story:
� Numbers got its name from the two census takings reflected in chapters 1 & 26.  The Hebrew

name is more appropriate: ¨in the wilderness.É
� The census counts only those eligible for military service (about — the population).  This puts

the population at about 2-3 million.
� Their experiences during these hard years in the desert molded the various tribes of former

Egyptian slaves into a nation.  This is God‡s test.  What is the difference between a test from
God and a temptation from the evil one?  See James 1:13-15.

� God provided during their travels:
o Direction with a pillar of fire and a cloud.
o Manna and quail (Numbers 11:4-15) for food.
o The Tabernacle for a place of worship.

� Numbers contains:
o The story of Moses‡ disobedience (20:1-12)
o Four poems from the non-Jewish prophet Balaam (22-24).
o A ballad about destroying the city of Heshbon (21:27-30).
o A quotation from ¨The Book of Wars of the LordÉ (21:14-18).

� The book is outlined like this:
o Numbers 1-10:10 – Israel at Mount Sinai
o Numbers 10:11 -13:25 – The Wilderness Experience (1st generation dies off)
o Numbers 13:26-20:21 – Israel at Mount Kadesh
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o Numbers 20:22-21:35 – Journey from Kadesh to Moab (2nd generation)
o Numbers 22:1-36:13 – Israel in the plains of Moab

� Numbers tells us, ¨God is faithful, even when people are fickle!É  God kept His promise to
Abraham to make these people a great nation (Genesis 12:2).

DEUTERONOMY

There is a singing contest between two sets of Law Tablets.  The guy on the ground say to the 2nd

set, ¨Duet, don‡t run on me!É  Get it?  Deuteronomy is about the second time God gave the law
through Moses.  This is not a second law, but an expansion of the first.

Who wrote it?  Moses before the people enter the promised Land.  We do know that Moses could
not have written chapter 34.

The Deuteronomy Story:
� The Shema, the central verse of the book, is Deuteronomy 6:4-9 & 10:12-13.
� The Ten Commandments are given again (5:6-21) and then expanded upon:

Commandment Chapters Ideas
1 – Have no other God 6-11 Doesn‡t consist of individual laws, but examples on

how to obey the 1st commandment.
2 – Make no idols 12 God explains how He should be worshipped.  This is

in contrast to Canaanite worship.  Introduces the
idea of worship at a central location.

3 – Do no misuse His Name. 13-14 God wants devotion to His name and explains the
punishment for worshipping false Gods.  He gives
dietary laws to show that devotion should be daily.
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4 – Observe the Sabbath 14-16 Shows how they can honor God through offerings

and worship.
5 – Honor your parents 16-18 Explains how we should honor those above us:

prophets, priests, kings, and judges.
6 – Don‡t murder 19-21 Deals with when it is OK for capital punishment and

war.  This means that God does not consider these
cases murder.

7 – Don‡t commit adultery 22-23 Explains how things go together: neighbors, clothing,
housing, animals, slaves, property, etc.  Explains
violations of marriage.  Deals with purity in worship.

8 – Don‡t steal 23:15-24:7 Explains theft on a bigger level: slavery, prostitution,
interest, vows, farming, divorce, kidnapping, etc.

9 – Don‡t lie 24:8-16 Explores mutual trust for priests, brothers, those who
need loans, workers, etc.

10 – Don‡t covet 24:17-
26:15

Explains that the rights of individuals need to be
protected, & tithes should be given.

� This book also contains:
o Blessings and Curses – chapter 27
o The last speech of Moses – chapters 29-30
o The song of Moses – chapter 32
o The blessing of Moses – chapter 33
o The death of Moses & the handing over leadership to Joshua – chapter 34

Question to Close:
 Why is it important to follow what God commands?  What happens when we don‡t?
 Why is it easy to think that God does not care when we go through trials in life?  Why should

we remember these ancient stories?
 Who can you encourage with the stories of God‡s working and communication?

Next Week: Joshua
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY

THE HISTORY BOOKS
� After the Pentateuch, we are now studying the History books.
� The history books include: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, & Esther.
� Jewish scholars call Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings "the Former Prophets."  They then

call the others "the Writings".
� The Jewish people wrote history differently than we do:

o We give linear history - we tell what happened from period A to period B.
o The Jews tell theological history - what was God doing.  For example: you will hear the

phrase "and he did what was evil in the site of the Lord" repeat itself.  This gives us the
perspective that even in evil times, God is still there watching over the faithful.

� The point: look for God’s movement among His people, rather than try study what happened.

JOSHUA

Joshua was:
� one of Moses’ assistance - Exodus 33:11
� one of the twelve spies who reported that Israel could take the land - Numbers 14
� a successful general - Exodus 17 (this means that the book focuses on conquests)
� Joshua shares the Hebrew name for Jesus.

WHO WROTE IT?
Conservative scholars believe that Samuel or a scribe who lived slightly
after Joshua’s lifetime may have written this.  There is much debate about
the accuracies of the stories of conquest found in Joshua.  There is,
however, no reason to NOT believe in its accuracy.

What happens in Joshua?
� Chapters 1-2 - Preparation for Entering the Promised Land
� Chapters 3-4 - Crossing the Jordan
� Chapter 5 - Circumcision
� Chapter 6 - the Fall of Jericho
� Chapters 7-8 - the Battle of Ai

o The Israelites were defeated at Ai because of Achan’s offense
(7:6-26)

o They eventually won the victory at Ai (8:1-29)
o They finish this victory by reading the Law (8:30-35).

� Chapter 9 - The Israelites make a treaty with Gibeon, non-Jews
� Chapter 10 – The Gibeons are defeated

o God brought hail (10:10-11)


