THE NEW TESTAMENT



good work.

THE NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY

What do Christians think about the New Testament?

[0 2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every

[0 Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.

How many books in our Bible? 66
Old Testament = 39 (Old = 3 letters / Testament = 9 letters)
New Testament = 27 books

Early Christians accepted the Old Testament as the Word of God first.
[0 The Old Testament introduced the idea of a canon to the Christians
[0 Canon = a group of books regarded as true and authoritative by which we judge all others
[0 Other books popped up (called the Apocrypha) — these were rejected by the early church for
various reasons.
o0 Were very local or temporary in acceptance

0 Were never thought to be part of the Canon in the early Church

0 No major Church council included them to be inspired
o Didn¥t have apostleship tied to them

Incorrect View of the Cannon

Correct View

The Church was the Determiner of the Canon

The Church was the Discoverer of the Canon

The Church is the mother of the Canon

The Church is the Child of the Canon

The Church is the Lord of the Canon

The Church is the servant to the Canon

The Church is the Regulator of the Canon

The Church is the Recognizer of Canon

The Church is the Judge of the Canon

The Church is the Witness of the Canon

What was the setting that the New Testament came into the world? Kingdoms in Israel:

RULER TIME
Assyria 883-612 BC
Babylonia 612-539 BC
Persia 539-331 BC
Greece 331-167 BC
Israel 167-63 BC
Rome 63-500 AD

NOTICE: Galatians 4:4 — But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law.

Topic Hebrew Roman Greek Christians
Focus Past Present Future Eternity
Personality Emotion Will Mind Spirit
Activities Religion Construction Education Revelation
Authority Commands Caesar Culture Christ

Goal Tradition Domination Sophistication Evangelism
Gospel Matthew Mark Luke John
Contribution to Messianic Hopes | Network of Roads | Language Life-style
Gospelts Advance Pax Romana




2 major heretics helped form the New Testament:

1. Marcion — False teacher who taught that anything Jewish was evil, including the OT God.
Only the Pauline epistles and Luke made it into his Bible. He forced the church to analyze and
form the canon.

2. Diocletian — emperor who in AD 303 declared that all sacred books of the Christians should be
destroyed. The Church had to decide which books were worth dying for.

Canon Lists: AD 266 — Antioch Synod; AD 325 — Council of Nicea; AD 185-253 — Origen; AD 298-
373 - Athanasius
Every book in these canons was:
1. Written for a specific reason:
a. To help the growth of the Church
b. To combat problems within the Church

c. To bring clarity amidst false teaching or confusion
d. To fight persecution — there was fear that the message would not live on if its
messenger died or that the death of the apostle was coming soon
2. Written by an apostle or someone who worked closely with an apostle

3. Consistent with the doctrine of the early church and already widely accepted books

4. Widely used (couldntt come from one area and be declared Canon)

When were they written?

Conservative Dating Liberal Dating

In some cases (e.g. Matthew), now In some cases, proven to be impossible; in

being revised isnft conservative enough | others, rarely accepted by scholars today
Paults 50-66 Hiebert 50-100 Kummel
Letters
Matthew 70-80 Harrison 80-100 Kummel
Mark 50-60 Harnak 70 Kummel

58-65 T. W. Manson
Luke Early 60%s Harrison 70-90 Kummel
John 80-100 Harrison 170 Baur
90-100 Kummel

[0 Was the New Testament reliably preserved for us? The number of copied manuscripts was so
great that we can be sure that we know what the originals say.

Author Book Date Written Earliest Copies Time Gap in | No. of Copies
years

Homer lliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. 400 643
Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 1350 8
Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 1300 8
Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 1300 7
Demosthenes 300 B.C. c. AD. 1100 1400 200
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. c. A.D. 900 1000 10
Livy History of Rome 59B.C.—A.D.17 | 4" Century (partial) 400 1 partial

mostly 10" Century 1000 19 copies
Tacitus Annals A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 1000 20
Pliny Secundus Natural History A.D. 61-113 c. A.D. 850 750 7
New Testament A.D. 50-100 c. A.D. 114 (fragments) +50 5366

c. A.D. 200

(books) 100

c. A.D. 250

(most of N.T.) 150

c. A.D. 325

(complete N.T. 225




NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY # 2: GOSPEL INTRODUCTION

Review:
[1 Testament = Legal Promise
[J Canon = group of books regarded as true and authoritative by which we judge all
others

[1 God was at work to ready people for the Gospel:
o0 Roman Roads
o Pax Romana
o Greek Language
o0 Hebrew Hopes

[1 Reasons for the Books we have in our New Testament:
o Tied to the Apostles
o0 Widely accepted
o Consistent with known Doctrine & Gospel
o Life-Changing

Gospel = Good News or Glad Tidings

GOSPEL Matthew Mark Luke John

TARGET Jews Romans Greek Christians

Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, & Luke
"Synoptic” = "a seeing together” = "syn” — together / "optic” — sight

How do we account for the similarities?
Example: Matthew 19 Mark 10  Jesus on Divorce
Suggestions:

1. Dictation Inspiration — the Holy Spirit dictated certain parts. The problem with
this: why didntt the Holy Spirit dictate to John the same thing?

2. Oral Tradition — in the Church, the Gospel was told orally (until it was written
down). They are the same because the authors heard the same stories. The
problem with this: it is hard to believe that the exact words and order of events
would have remained the same.

3. Dependence Theory — the Synoptic writers relied on sources:

a. Mark — exception Mark 3:31-35 / Matthew and Luke are parallel where
Mark begins and where Mark ends, but are different on the other ends.

b. Q — stands for "quelle”, which means source” — said to contain the words
of Jesus. Problem: no where to be found.

4. Things to Keep in Mind:

a. The written Gospels were accepted as authoritative very early

b. The Gospels write about one person (Jesus) and so would contain similar
stories

c. The material of the Gospels formed the basis for early preaching and
teaching (not vice-versa)




d. The Holy Spirit was the main ingredient in the inspiration of the Gospels:
I. He controlled traditions
ii. He aided memory
lii. He controlled the sources

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW:

Why was it written?

JESUS IS KING & MESSIAH!
THIS GOSPEL IS THE WELCOME MATT FOR YOU TO GOD%S THRONE!

Why is Matthew important?
1. Said to be written by Matthew Levi, the apostle:
a. Matthew™ means "the salvation of Yahwah™
b. Matthew is the Greek name, while Levi is the Hebrew name
c. Matthew as a civil servant who would know Greek
d. Matthew was not a famous apostle:
I. A forger would not have used his name
ii. The early church, if they didn¥t know who wrote it, would have chosen
John, James, or Peter before Matthew
2. Considered the earliest Gospel by many in the early Church.
3. Records much of Jesust teachings:
a. More than any other Gospel
b. Topically arranged
4. Plays the role of a Bridge™ between the Testaments as the most Jewish Gospel:
a. Quotes the OT 65 times / Alludes to the OT 129 Times
b. Calls Jesus Son of David™ 9 X (others only 3 X)
c. Uses the Kingdom of Heaven' rather than the "Kingdom of God"

When was Matthew written? Pre-AD 70 (the fall of Jer.)—early as AD 45
[1 Matthew may have been written in Aramaic or Hebrew and then translated
before the fall into Greek so that it could be exported without persecution




Some notes on Matthew:
[ "at that time” is used 90 x (compared to 30 X in all the other Gospels combined)
[0 "Church” is used three times (not used in other Gospels)
[1 Contains Eschatology, end times sayings™ (chapters 24-25, weeds — 13:36-ff;
ten virgins — 25:13, & talents — 25:30)
[J Contains Five Sermons of Jesus:
1. Sermon on the Mount — chapters 5-7
2. The Sermon to the Twelve — chapter 10
3. Seven Parables of the Kingdom — chapter 13
4. Church — chapter 18
5. Olivet Discourse — chapters 24-25
[J Things found in Matthew (and not in the others):
o0 Judast repentance- 27:5-10
Christfs blood on the Jews and their children: 27:25
The sealing of the stone at Jesust tomb: 27:6266
The false reports of the guards: 28:11-15
The rising of many saints after Christts death: 27:52
The Genealogy (1:1-17):
Reaches back to Abraham
Gives Davidts royal descendents
Matthew deliberately omits four generations to get three sets of 14
Matthew uses woman in the list:
[1 Tamar — verse 3 — had to trick Judah to father her child
(Genesis 38:1-30)
[0 Rahab — verse 5 — prostitute who protected 2 Hebrew spies
(Joshua 2:1-24 & 6:22-25)
Ruth — verse 5 — book of Ruth
Wife of Uriah — verse 6 — Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:1-12:25)
Mary — verse 16 — has to be counted to get 14 in the third set
First three were Gentiles and the fourth was the wife of one
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NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY # 3: GOSPEL INTRODUCTION

Review:
Gospel = Good News or Glad Tidings
Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, & Luke
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW - Why is Matthew important?

1. Said to be written by Matthew Levi, the apostle:

2. Considered the earliest Gospel by many in the early Church.

3. Records much of Jesust teachings:

4. Plays the role of a Bridge™ between the Testaments as the most

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
Why Written?
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TO SHOW JESUS AS THE SERVANT TO ALL - See: Mark 1:1
Who wrote it? John Mark under the tutelage of Peter
When and Where? AD 66-70 and probably in Rome

Plan and Content?
1. Mark had three emphasis (2 being the major ones):
a. Jesust ministry in Galilee— 1:14-9:50
b. Jesust ministry in Judea across the Jordan— Ch. 10
c. The Passion week —11:1-16:8

2. It was ordered chronologically (remember: Matthew was topical) — this means it

is a book of action!
a. Immediately” occurs 42X  more times than in the rest of the NT

combined!



3. While Jesus is the Servant, Jesus also has authority:

®oo o

To forgive sins (2:1-12)

To eat with tax collectors and sinners (2:13-17)
To let the disciples dispense with fasting (2:18-22)
To let them pluck grain on the Sabbath (2:23-28)
To heal on the Sabbath (3:1-6)

4. Mark says that Jesus is the SERVANT (and Messiah) to:

a.
b.
C.

Disciples — 4:13; 6:52; 8:17; 8:21; 9:10; 9:32
Family — 3:21
Hearers — 1:27; 6:5-6; 7:14; 10:24; 10:32

5. Mark has a problem: IT+S ENDING!

a.
b.
C.

Mark either ends at 16:8 or 16:20
Most ancient manuscripts have 9-20, but the more ancient ones do not.
After 16:8 some versions have the following: But they reported briefly to
Peter and to those with him all that they had been told. And after this,
Jesus Himself sent out by means of them, from east to west, the sacred
and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.”
Explanations?
I. Mark ends with verse 8 — an unknown later scribe wrote 9-20
1. Problem: would Mark compose a gospel without a resurrection?
2. Verse 14:28 & 16:7 point to a story of resurrection
ii. The original ending was lost in the early days and later found
iii. Is this still inspired?



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
Why Written?

TO SHOW JESUS AS THE PERFECT MAN,
THE SON OF MAN (Dan 7:13-14)

Who wrote it? Luke, the companion of Paul
[0 Luke also wrote Acts
[0 Luke was a physician (Colossians 4:4) and well educated (732 of his words in
Greek are not found else where)
[0 Luke was a Gentile, or a Hellenistic Jew
[0 Luke is the patron saint of painters
[0 Luke was not an apostle, but closely associated with an apostle

When and Where? AD 61 and probably in Rome

Plan and Content?
1. To give Theophilus™ a foundation for his faith — see 1:1-14
a. Who was Theophilus?
I. Name means lover of God" — could be a letter to Roman Christians,
or an actual person
ii. Notice 23:1-5 Jesus is absolved of guilt by a Roman authority

2. Luke was written with a geographical outline (Mark = chronologically & Matthew
= topical)

3. Luke mentions 20 miracles (6 are peculiar to Luke) & has 23 parables (while 18
are only found in Luke)
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4. Luke tries to appeal to all men:

a.

~®P Q0o

Luke 2:14 - Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to all
whom God favors.

Jesus is the light to Gentiles — 2:32

Luke 3:4-6 parallels Isaiah 40:3-5

Genealogy goes all the way back to Adam

Samaritans are placed at the level of Jews (9:54, 10:33, 17:16)

Great Commission (24:47)

5. Luke emphasized the work of the Holy Spirit — 1:15, 35, 42, 67, 2:25-27; 4:1, 14;
10:21; 24:49

6. Luke is interested in people:

a.

b.

Most of the parables focus on people, while in Matthew they are about the
Kingdom

Luke lists social outcasts: Immoral Woman (7:36-ff), Zacchaeus (19:8-ff),
repentance of a Robber (23:39-ff), prodigal son, 2 debtors, publican, etc.

c. Luke mentions 13 women not mentioned elsewhere
d.

Luke is interested in children: childhood of Jesus & John the Baptist, Luke
uses ‘infants” (18:15) instead of children

Luke is interested in poverty and wealth — see parables of 2 debtors, rich
fool, tower builder, lost coin, unjust steward, rich man and Lazarus.



11
NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY # 4:
The Gospel to Everyone & the Story of the Early Church
Review:
Gospel = Good News or Glad Tidings
Synoptic Gospels:
[1 Matthew — topical Gospel to the Jews (Jesus is the Messiah King)
[0 Mark — chronological Gospel to the Romans (Jesus came to serve)
o0 Note: Has a problem ending
[ Luke — geographical Gospel to the Greeks (Jesus is the Son of Man)
0 Note: written to " Theophilus™, name means lover of God”

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (the non-synoptic Gospel to everyone!)
Why Written?

Jesus is the Son of God!
See John 20:31 — Christ = anointed one / Son of God = gentile expression
The Synoptic Gospels point to Jesust humanity, while John points to His Divinity!

Who wrote it? The Apostle John
See how he describes himself! (13:23)
John was nicknamed "Son of Thunder” by Jesus due to his personality (his
brother James was too) — see Mark 3:17.
John was a fisherman before he was a disciple of Jesus
Johnis mother, Saloam had asked Jesus for a ruling spot for her sons in the
Kingdom when Jesus took His throne — Matthew 20:20-23.

When and Where? AD 90-95 in Ephesus

Plan and Content?
[ John contains no parables
[1 John has the only account of a Judean ministry from Jesus
[0 John mentions 4 Passovers (making the story at least 3 years long — chapters
13-19 =1 day)



