The Neighborhood Church of the Brethren
Baby Dedication Service

We wanted to be sure that you had information concerning our baby dedication services. We believe
that dedicating your baby to the Lord is a great step in your baby’s journey of life. We hope our
church gets to be part of this special act of faith.

Why dedicate my baby?

In Luke 2:21-40, the story is told where Jesus Himself was dedicated to the Lord. In a baby
dedication service, we are simply trying to follow the example of Jesus’ parents: Mary and Joseph.
God heard their prayers and the Scriptures tell us that “the child grew and became strong; he was
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.” This is our prayer for every child.

The Gospel of Mark also tells us that parents were bringing their children to Jesus so that He
might “touch” them (10:13-16). This touch included Jesus taking the children up in His arms, laying
His hands on them for prayer, and blessing them. He commanded His disciples, “Let the little
children come to me...; for it such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” Jesus wants to remind
each of us how we should approach His kingdom like children by having simple faith and trust. A
baby dedication service is a reminder of this call.

From its beginning our church has believed that children should be presented to the Lord
Jesus for prayer and blessings. We believe that a dedication service should have three emphases:

1. The blessing of the child. The word “blessing” simply means favor. We are asking God to
grant His favor upon the children.

2. A consecration of the parents. The word “consecration” means to set apart for God’s ministry.
We call each parent to be Christian parents.

3. A consecration of the congregation. The congregation will be called upon to be the child’s
spiritual family for nurture and support.

This service will include words, music, Scripture, vows, prayers, and symbolic action. We are
basically saying to Jesus, “We present our baby to you. We seek your blessing in this child’s life!”

What will happen in the service?

The baby dedication normally happens during a regular worship service. There will be a
specific time in the service for this. The baby will be presented to the congregation and ultimately to
Jesus. The parents will be called forward and asked certain questions that they should truly
consider with their heart. These questions should not be answered lightly.

Here is an example of what will happen - the Pastor will lead in the following section for each child:

This is (child’s full name) . S/he was born on and is now

To the parent/s:
(name/s) , Yyou have shared in God'’s creative power, bringing forth this beautiful new life.
Will you pledge to support and love __ (child’s name) by providing the opportunity, for (her/him) to
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grow up in the family of faith, with the hope that (s/he) will some day confess Christ as (her/his) own
Teacher, King, Savior, and Lord?

To this the parent/s should answer: (I/\We) will.

Will you, to the best of your ability, and with God’s help, provide a loving family environment in which
(child’s name) can grow in love, loyalty, and obedience to God?

To this the parent/s should answer: (I1\We) will.

Will you encourage __ (child’s name)  to grow in faith, so that (s/he) will put her whole trust in the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ? Will you encourage (her/him) so that (s/he) might later be
received into the fellowship of the church by baptism, fully partaking in the work and worship of the
church?

To this the parent/s should answer: (I1\We) will.

After each child’s parents have been asked these questions, the pastor will turn and ask the
congregation:

__(parent/s’ name)__, along with the other members of (his/her/their) family, have expressed their
trust in God and in you, the body of Christ gathered here, by presenting this child for consecration.
Will you pledge your support and loving presence in times of ease and difficulty, in times of joy and
sorry, in times of growth and frustration? Will you pledge to be faithful withnesses for Christ in
upholding this family and especially this little one, __ (child’'s name) ?

To this the congregation should answer: We will.

The pastor will then anoint each child in the sign of a cross using oil while the parent’s hold the child:

(child’s name) , we consecrate and dedicate your life to God on this day. We pledge to be faithful
as your church family and as witnesses to Christ in your life. Right now, we seek the Lord Jesus’
blessings as we dedicate you to Him.

| anoint you in the name of Jesus.

May the Lord Jesus bless you with faith, with mercy, with grace, with a loving relationship with Jesus,
and with His Holy Spirit.

May God'’s blessing be upon you, through Jesus, the lover of children, and our example. Amen.

Afterwards, the parent/s are invited to sit down amidst the congregation. A special song will be
played or the congregation will sing together a song from the hymnal.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office:
Rob Tevis, pastor
155 Boulder Hill Pass
Montgomery, IL 60538
Office: 630-897-3347
Cell: 630-947-6262
philemon6é@gmail.com OR www.ourneighborhoodchurch.com




